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Foreword

This document (EN ISO 11904-2:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 43
"Acoustics" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 211 "Acoustics", the secretariat
of which is held by DS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2005, and conflicting national standards
shall be withdrawn at the latest by May 2005.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of ISO 11904-2:2004 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 11904-2:2004 without any
modifications.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with I1SO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 11904-2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 43, Acoustics.

ISO 11904 consists of the following parts, under the general title Acoustics — Determination of sound
immission from sound sources placed close to the ear:

Part 1: Technique using a microphone in a real ear (MIRE technique)

Part 2: Technique using a manikin

\% | @S0 — 4002 All irthgs ersedevr



EN ISO 11904-2:2004
1S-40911 02:(4002E)

Introduction

ISO 11904 is a series of standards which specify methods for the determination of sound immissions from
sources located close to the ear in which situations the sound pressure level measured at the position of the
exposed person (but with the person absent) does not adequately represent the sound exposure.

In order to make it possible to assess the exposure by means of well-established criteria, the exposure of the
ear is measured and subsequently converted into a corresponding free-field or diffuse-field level. The result is
given as a free-field related or diffuse-field related equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level,
LFF,H,Aeq OF LDF,H,AeqWhen ISO 11904-1 is used, or LFr,M,Aeq OF LDF,M,AeqWhen ISO 11904-2 is used.

ISO 11904-1 describes measurements carried out using miniature or probe microphones inserted in the ears
of human subjects (microphones in real ear, MIRE technigue). 1SO 11904-2 describes measurements carried
out using a manikin equipped with ear simulators including microphones (manikin technigue).

ISO 11904 may, for instance, be applied to equipment tests and the determination of noise exposure at the
workplace where, in the case of exposure from sources close to the ears, the sound pressure level measured
at the position of the exposed person (but with the person absent) does not adequately represent the sound
exposure. Examples of applications are head- and earphones used to reproduce music or speech, whether at
the workplace or during leisure, nailguns used close to the head, and combined exposure from a close-to-ear
sound source and an external sound field.

When specific types of equipment are to be tested (e.g. portable cassette players or hearing protectors
provided with radio receivers), test signals suitable for this particular type of equipment have to be used.
Neither such test signals nor the operating conditions of the equipment are included in ISO 11904 but might
be specified in other standards.

When workplace situations are measured, the various noise sources contributing to the immission should be
identified. Operating conditions for machinery and equipment used might be specified in other standards.

Both parts of ISO 11904 strive for the same result: a mean value for a population of the free-field or the
diffuse-field related level. ISO 11904-1 does this by specifying the mean of measurements on a number of
human subjects; ISO 11904-2 does this by using a manikin, which aims at reproducing the acoustical effects
on an average human adult. However, the two methods yield different measurement uncertainties which can
influence the choice of method. Only the method described in ISO 11904-1 gives results which indicate the

When using the MIRE technigue for measurement of sound from earphones of insert and stethoscopic types,

variance in a human population. Information on the uncertainties is given in Annexes A and B.

practical problems can occur with the positioning of microphones in the ear canal. When using the manikin
technique, the head- or earphone has to be coupled to the pinna simulator and ear canal extension as far as
possible in the way it is coupled to the human ear. In cases where head- or earphones or other objects touch
the pinna, a possible deviation In stiffness or shape of the artificial pinna from human pinnae has a significant
impact on the result and can even make the results invalid.

An overview of the differences between the two parts of ISO 11904 is given in Table 0.1.
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Table-0-t—-Overvi : oifd bet MRE-and i teahni

Paramefer

ISO 119031

SO 11903-2

Type of method

Limitation of the

Microphone in real ear technique

With earphones of insert and stethoscopic

Manikin technique

Proper coupling may not always be obtained

affecting accuracy

When tabulated values are used for ALFF.H or
ALDF H:
calibration of ear canal microphone

accuracy in positioning of microphones in
the ear canal

When individual values are used for L or
A FF.H
AL DEH

method type, practical problems can occur with if the artificial pinna deviates from human
positioning of microphones in the ear canal. pinnae in stifiness or shape.
to operate equipment.
In some cases the exposed person cannot be
replaced by a manikin, e.g., if the person has
Main issues Number of subjects Similarity of manikin to humans

Calibration of manikin

I f referen nd fiel

Frequency range

stability of sensitivity and frequency
response as well as position of ear canal
microphone

20 Hz to 16 kHz

20 Hz to 10 kHz
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Acoustics — Determination of sound immission from sound
sources placed close to the ear —

Part 2:
Technique using a manikin

1 Scope

This part of ISO 11904 specifies basic framework measurement methods for sound immission from sound
sources placed close to the ear. These measurements are carried out with a manikin, equipped with ear
simulators including microphones. The measured values are subsequently converted into corresponding free-
field or diffuse-field levels. The results are given as free-field related or diffuse-field related equivalent
continuous A-weighted sound pressure levels. The technique is denoted the manikin technique.

This part of ISO 11904 is applicable to exposure to sound from sources close to the ear, for example during
equipment tests or at the workplace to sound from earphones or hearing protectors with audiocommunication
facilities.

This part of 1ISO 11904 is applicable in the frequency range from 20 Hz to 10 kHz. For frequencies above
10 kHz, ISO 11904-1 can be used.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced

document (including any amendments) applies.

|IEC 60942:2003, Electroacoustics — Sound calibrators

IEC 61260:1995, Electroacoustics — Octave-band and fractional-octave-band filters
IEC 61672-1, Electroacoustics — Sound level meters — Part 1. Specifications
ITU-T P.58:1996, Head and torso simulator for telephonometry

GUM:1993 , Guide to the expression of uncertainty in measurement. BIPM, IEC, IFCC, I1SO, IUPAC, IUPAP,

1)
OIML, 1995

1) Corrected and reprinted in 1995.
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3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
manikin sound pressure level

LM,exp,f

equivalent continuous sound pressure level in one-third-octave frequency bands with nominal midband
frequency f, measured with the microphone of an ear simulator integrated in a manikin when the manikin is
exposed to the sound under test

3.2
free-field frequency response for use with manikins

ALFF M f

average human free-field frequency response for use with manikins, corrected for the difference between the
sound transmission inside the average human ear canal and the corresponding transmission of the manikin
ear simulator

NOTE 1 For applicability with manikins, the eardrum reference is replaced by the output of the manikin ear simulator in

tabulated values of ALFrmy.

NOTE 2 The free-field frequency response for use with manikins is identical to the amplitude of the head-related
transfer function (HRTF) for frontal sound incidence.

NOTE 3  The human free-field frequency response is defined in ISO 11904-1.

3.3
diffuse-field frequency response for use with manikins
A L DFMf

average human diffuse-field frequency response for use with manikins, corrected for the difference between
the sound transmission inside the average human ear canal and the corresponding transmission of the
manikin ear simulator

NOTE 1 For applicability with manikins, the eardrum reference is replaced by the output of the manikin ear simulator in

tablulated values of L A DF,M.f
NOTE 2  The human diffuse-field frequency response is defined in ISO 11904-1.

3.4
free-field related sound pressure level determined with a manikin

LFF.M
free-field sound pressure level determined with the method of this part of ISO 11904

NOTE 1 The definition may be applied to specific frequencies or frequency bands, weighted or unweighted levels,
specific time weightings, etc., for instance “free-field related equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level" (free-
field related L aeq. also denoted Lrr m.aeq)-

NOTE 2 The method is aimed at the mean free-field related sound pressure level that would be obtained with a large
human population.

NOTE 3  The free-field related sound pressure level for a human subject is defined in ISO 11904-1.

3.5
diffuse-field related sound pressure level determined with a manikin

LbF.m
diffuse-field sound pressure level determined with the method of this part of ISO 11904
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NOTE 1 The definition may be applied to specific frequencies or frequency bands, weighted or unweighted levels,
specific time weightings, etc., for instance “diffuse-field related equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level”
(diffuse-field related Ly aeq. also denoted Lpr m aeq)-

NOTE 2  The method is aimed at the mean diffuse-field related sound pressure level that would be obtained with a
large human population.

NOTE3  The diffuse-field related sound pressure level for a human subject is defined in ISO 11904-1.

4 Measurement principle

A manikin (head and torso simulator) is exposed to the sound source(s) in question and, for each of the ear
simulators integrated in the manikin, the sound pressure level is measured in one-third-octave frequency
bﬂndS, LM .Expﬁf .

Each of the one-third-octave-band levels is adjusted with the free-field or diffuse-field frequency response for
the manikin, ALrFr m for ALpr m s, In Order to obtain the corresponding free-field related or diffuse-field related
one-third-octave-band sound pressure levels. These one-third-octave-band levels are adjusted using A-
weighting constants, and subsequently combined to obtain the free-field related or diffuse-field related

equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level, LFr m AeqOr LDF M, Aeq-

The measurements may be carried out for one or both ears, as appropriate. The free-field or diffuse-field
frequency response for use with manikins is taken from Table 1.

5 Instrumentation

5.1 Manikin (head and torso simulator)

The manikin used shall satisfy the requirements of ITU-T P.58:1996, 4.3 (first paragraph), 5.1 and 6.1, for the
ear simulator and the acoustic characteristics of the manikin respectively.

The manikin used should be checked regularly for compliance with the requirements of ITU-T P.58:1996, 4.3
(first paragraph), 5.1 and 6.1.

In cases where sound sources (such as earphones or hearing protectors with communication facilities) touch
the pinna, they shall be coupled to the pinna simulator and ear canal extension in a way as close as possible
to the way it is coupled to the human ear.

NOTE In cases where head- or earphones or other objects touch the pinna, the deviation in stiffness or shape of the
artificial pinna from human pinnae has a significant impact on the result and may even make the results invalid.

5.2 Check of calibration

The calibration of the microphones and the measuring equipment shall be checked as follows.

For checking the calibration of the measurement system together with the occluded ear simulator, an acoustic
calibrator (class 1 according to |IEC 60942:2003) shall be coupled to the occluded ear simulator. The sound
pressure level shall, in this case, be measured without any frequency weighting.

NOTE This measurement is generally conducted with the aid of an adapter in the ear canal extension. It should be
noted that the adapter will change the nominal value for the sound pressure levels of the acoustic calibrator.

The frequency response of the measuring system without the occluded ear simulator may be measured using
suitable electrical input signals.
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5.3 Filters

Signals shall be analysed with one-third-octave-band filters complying with the requirements for class 1 of
IEC 61260:1995.

6 Determination of free-field or diffuse-field related equivalent continuous
A-weighted sound pressure level

6.1 Measurement of manikin sound pressure level

With the manikin exposed to the sound under test, the equivalent continuous sound pressure levels for each
one-third-octave frequency band should be measured with each ear simulator. The frequency range shall
cover all frequencies of significance for the test purposes, and a signal-to-noise ratio of at least 10 dB shall be
guaranteed in each one-third-octave frequency band. If only one ear simulator is used, this shall be stated.

The measurement period shall be chosen to give a proper representation of the exposure. For the one-third-
octave frequency band with the midband frequency f, the measurement period t shall be as follows:

for fu 2 000 Hz:

and for f> 2 000 Hz:

tW25s

NOTE 1  The specifications given refer to random noise; for other test signal types, other periods may be used as long
as the measurement uncertainty is not increased.

The level in each one-third-octave frequency band shall be corrected for the pressure frequency response of
the microphone of the ear simulator.

NOTE 2  The pressure frequency response of the microphone can be obtained from the manufacturer's calibration data.

The result, the manikin one-third-octave-band sound pressure level during exposure to the sound under test,
is denoted L . M.exp.f

If only sounds from sources coupled directly to the ears are to be taken into account, only the head of the
manikin (without torso) is required for the measurements.

6.2 Conversion to free-field or diffuse-field related sound pressure level

To obtain the free-field or diffuse-field related one-third-octave band sound pressure level, Lrr m.f or Lpr M f,
the free-field or diffuse-field frequency response for use with manikin, ALFr m f or ALpr m.f, shall be subtracted
from the manikin sound pressure level, Ly, exp,f:

Lrr,m,f= Lm,exp,f — ALFFM,f (1)
LoF M f= LM,exp.f~ ALDF M, f (2)

ALFF M fOr ALpr,m.fshall be taken from Table 1.
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Talie-t = Siotd ehiff fiatelf I i e
One-third-octave Free-field Diffuse-field
midband frequency frequency response frequency response
ALFE M, f ALpF m.f
Hz db db
u 100 0 0
125 0,4 0,3
160 0,8 0,6
200 1,2 0,9
250) 1.5 1,2
315 1,9 1.4
400 1,7 1,8
500 2,1 2,3
630 2.5 3,2
800 2.2 4.0
1 000 1,7 4.6
1 250 3,8 6,0
1 600 8.4 8.1
2000 12,9 11,4
2 500 15,6 15.0
3150 15.6 14,2
4 000 14,2 11,9
5 000 10,6 9.8
6 300 4,0 8,5
8 000 2,0 11,0
10 000 -0,3 7.1
NOTE 1 Data have been taken from Reference [8].

“manikin eardrum” using the blocked entrance to the “manikin eardrum” transfer function for ear simulators
according to IEC 60711 (see Reference [8]). Systematic deviations are found for exposure to sound sources
placed close to the ear measured with manikins, compared to MIRE measurements using human subjects.
For compensation, the frequency responses listed in this table differ from frequency responses of manikins
specified in ITU-T P.58 or IEC 60959.
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6.3 A-weighting and summation

The free-field or diffuse-field related equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level, Lrrm aeq OF

LpF,m,Aeq: Shall be calculated using A-weighting constants Af specified in IEC 61672-1, and the following
formulae:

7

L FF M.Aeq 10 g 10(L f  Af)/10 dB

z FF,M, (3)

L DF,M,Aeq 101g 10(L f Af)/0  dB

+

> (4)

DF,M,

Test report

As a minimum, the following information shall be included in the test report:

a)

date and place of measurements, reference to this part of ISO 11904, together with the name of the
measuring institution and the person responsible for the measurements;

description of all relevant information about the sound under test, the source(s) emitting it, operating
conditions, frequency range (see 6.1), etc.;

description of the measurement place, with special consideration of the acoustical properties;

description of the instrumentation, including information about measurement period(s), and date and
place of calibration;

description of the manikin used, including choice of ear simulators (left or right side, or both);

for each ear simulator of the manikin, the values of Ly exp,n LFF,mfOr LpF,m fand LFF M,Aeq OF LDF,M,Aeq;
data may be given graphically;

estimation of the measurement uncertainty according to GUM (an example is given in Annex B); other
relevant information influencing the measurement results.
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Annex A
(informative)

Example of sources of measurement uncertainty

A.1 General

This annex is identical in both parts of this International Standard. The uncertainty of the final result depends
on whether the MIRE technique (as described in ISO 11904-1) or the manikin technique (as described in this
part of ISO 11904) has been used.

For the MIRE technique, a key issue is the extent to which a limited number of subjects represent a population,
and whether data for the free-field or diffuse-field frequency response have been taken from tables or
determined individually. For the manikin technique, the corresponding issue is the extent to which the manikin
represents an average human subject.

Table A.1 gives an overview of the impact on the final result of some typical sources of measurement
uncertainty when using the two parts of ISO 11904. Some typical magnitudes of selected sources of
measurement uncertainty are given in A.2 to A.4. The information may be useful for estimating the uncertainty
of a measurement and, for the MIRE technique, for determining the required number of subjects in order to
achieve the desired uncertainty.

In addition, each of the parts of ISO 11904 contains a separate annex with an example of an uncertainty
calculation for the respective technique.

Formulae and data in this annex have been taken from Reference [8].

A.2 Inaccurate position of ear canal microphone

Figyre A.1 shows examples of errors from inaccurate pggitionjng of the ear canal microphone.

% 20 ©.20
) . T T HHA
10 e 10
pet H— =
— . -
0 0
-10 -
-10 -
0,2 2 20
‘ 0,2 2 20
f.kHz f kHz
a) Open entrance b) Blocked entrance

Figure A.1 — Example of change in sound pressure level for a 3 mm displacement of ear canal
measurement position with open and blocked entrance
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Table A.1 — Overview of typical sources of measurement uncertainty and their impact in various

sttuatons
ISO 11904-1 ISO 11904-2
MIRE technique Manikin technique

Source of measurement uncertainty |AL ALgg mor ALpg v taken

FE,HOr ALprH JALFF HOr ALpF H from table
taken from table determined
individually
Inaccurate calibration of reference-field

microphone, or inaccurate data used for - - -
its frequency response

Inaccurate calibration of ear canal or

manikin microphone, or inaccurate dafa + 0 +
used for its frequency response

Unstable sensitivity or frequency

response (befween measuremenis) of ear - + =
canal or manikin microphone

Inaccurate position of ear canal + o ~
microphone (see A.2)
Deviation of reference sound field from
inten nd fiel — + —
Deviation of manikin from human +
ﬂﬂﬂuﬁﬁﬁﬁ = _ {5&67&4}
|leg af finite number of f-:llhjpnfq 1
+
(see A.3.2)
(see A.3.3) —

Variations in the sound under test + + +

+ has direct impact on final result,
0 cancels in final result,

— not applicable.

A.3 Use of finite number of subjects

A.3.1 General

The fact that only a limited number of subjects are used results in a statistical uncertainty of the result. Two
terms may contribute:

statistical variation in Lear exp,f, and
statistical variation in ALFg H f or ALDF H.f-

The variance of tabulated data which can be used for ALFr Hfor ALpr Hfis assumed to be very small and is

ignored (A.3.2). However, this does not mean that use of tabulated data necessarily gives the smallest
deviation in the final result, since correlation between the two terms can cause individual characteristics in the
two terms which cancel out (A.3.3).
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A.3.2 Using tabulated data for free-field or diffuse-field frequency response

The standard deviation of the mean free-field related sound pressure level (across subjects), o(LFr Hf ), Or
the standard deviation of the mean diffuse-field related sound pressure level (across subjects), o(LprFHf).

can be calculated from

the standard deviation (across subjects) of the ear canal sound pressure level, o (Lear,exp,f), and

the number of subjects, n:

(L f) (L f) (L f)

ear,exp,

FF.H, DF H,

n

Examples of values of 0 (Learexpf) for ear canal measurement positions at the eardrum, open ear canal
entrance and blocked ear canal entrance are shown in Figure A.2.

An example calculation shows that, for eight subjects and for frequencies up to and including the 5 kHz one-
third-octave frequency band, o(LrrHf) and o(LprHf) will typically be below 1,0 dB for the eardrum, below
1,4 dB for the open entrance, and below 0,7 dB for the blocked entrance.
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—

o

(9)]

o (Lear. exp, f}u dB

n

a) Eardrum

f, kHz

|

b) Open entrance '

1
)

0,

M
M

20
f kHz

co

(0}

o (Lear. exp, f}1 dB

c) Blocked entrance o [ ——

f, kHz

NOTE Data are for 14 headphones (thin line) and their mean (heavy line).

Figure A.2 — Examples of 0 (Learexp,f) for three ear canal measurement positions

A.3.3 Free-field or diffuse-field frequency responses determined individually

The standard deviation of the mean free-field related sound pressure level (across subjects), o(LrrHf), Or
the standard deviation of the mean diffuse-field related sound pressure level (across subjects), o (Lpr.Hf),
can be estimated from

10 | ©S0 — 4002 All irthgs ersedevr



EN ISO 11904-2:2004

1S-40911 02:(4002E)

the standard deviation (across subjects) of the free-field related sound pressure level, o(LFr Hf ), or the
standard deviation (across subjects) of the diffuse-field related sound pressure level, o(LpF H.f), and

the number of subjects, n:

\J'l FF.H
g - (A.2)
FF.H,
n
2
(L ) (L )
g
oFf® 4
o = =8 A.3)
DF H, i
26
)
Examples of values of o (Lrr Hf)Ard g (Lpe Hif) arelsfowh In Figure A.3.
An example calculation shows thgt, for eight subjec arﬁ ing the 5 Dne-
third-octave frequency band, g (LfH ' ' V0, will typically be below
0,6 dB. 0 — -
0,2 2 20
f kHz
m b
=8
£
=
a) Free field 3 . -
4 ——]
2 | —=h -
0 : -
0,2 2 20
f, kHz

b) Diffuse field

NOTE Data are for 14 headphones (thin line) and their mean (heavy line).



Figure A.3 — Examples of o (LFr H.f) and o (LprF H.f) When individual values of ALFfF H f
and ALpr y fare used
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A.4 Deviation of manikin from human population

A possible deviation of the manikin from an average human subject results in uncertainty. Two terms can
contribute:

the deviation in Ly exp,f , and
the deviation in ALFr m.f0r ALpE m.f-
Assuming that tabulated data for ALFF m for ALpr m.fare correct, the second term is zero.

Figure A.4 shows examples of deviations of results obtained with the manikin technique from those obtained
with the MIRE technique using a large group of human subjects.

For frequencies up to and including the 5 kHz one-third-octave frequency band, deviations are typically below
2,5dB for Lrrfand below 2 dB for Lprs. However, some combinations of headphone and manikin deviate
considerably more, in particular for certain frequency bands.
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m [ Free field m ) Diffuse field
o O
;20 ~ 20
3
= 10 — = 10
=1 — ~l |
0 = = 0 = =5i.-—
— - L T
-10 -10
-20 - -20 -
0,2 2 20 0,2 2 20
f kHz f kHz
% [ Manikir%l [
- 20 ~ 20
= x
3 3
= 10 z 10
5 B & _
- F — -
0 = 0 == ——— it
-10 -10
-20 - -20 -
0,2 2 20 0,2 2 20
f kHz f.kHz
m A Manikind2 A
T ©
~ 20 -~ 20
z :
; g
= 10 = 10
§ L - t
0
i =S
-10
'20 - '20 -
0,2 2 20 0,2 2 20
f kHz fkKHz
Manikin 3
NOTE For the manikin technigue, tabulated data were used for ALfg 1 and ALprF m 1.

Figure A.4 — Examples of deviations of Lrfr for Lpr f measured with manikin technique from similar
data measured with MIRE technique using a large group of humans (data for three manikins)
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Annex B
(informative)

Example of an uncertainty analysis

The following is an example of how the measurement uncertainties could be estimated for a hypothetical

determination of Lrr m,Aeq OF LDF,M,Aeq from a supra-aural, open-type earphone fitted on the manikin. It should

not be assumed to be an exhaustive list of possible uncertainties, nor a guide to typical values, but just an

example of an uncertainty analysis for a specific situation. The analysis complies with the rules given in the
GUM.

The uncertainties were estimated for measurements using the following conditions:
a suitable (HATS) manikin (see Reference [7]) for the specific earphone measured,;

pink noise or noise which simulates speech and music according to IEC 60268-1 as test signal input to the
earphone;

standardized values for the ITU-T P.58 free field or the ITU-T P.58 diffuse field frequency response of the
manikin:

the mean result of three fits and measurements.

The uncertainty analysis was carried out for the final result of LFr m aeq Or LDF,M,Aeq- The value of Lrr v aeq OF
LpF,m,Aeq @s a function of influencing components was approximated by a linear model.

For this example (see Table B.1), figures are given for the conditions specified above and for a well-experienced
laboratory. In practice the calculation would have to be repeated if there were different conditions (e.g. other test
signals, other types of earphones). The expanded uncertainty is obtained by multiplying the combined standard
uncertainty by a coverage factor k = 2, providing a coverage probability of approximately 95 %.

The uncertainty arises from seven different sources. The component due to repeatability is evaluated as a type A
uncertainty and the remaining components are evaluated as type B uncertainties.
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Component

Standard uncertainty

dB

Microphone sensitivity level and sound pressure level meter uncertainty

The uncertainty of Laeg associated with the calibration of the manikin’s microphones
and the use of a precisiﬁn sound level meter is assumed to be £ 0,2 dB. The semi-
range is 0,2 dB with & rectangular distribution. This is equivalent to a standard

uncertainty of 0,2dB/ 3 =0,12dB

0,12

Deviation of the individual manikin

The uncertainty of Laeq associated with deviations of the manikin used for the

measurements from humans (for example form, flexibility, size) and the deviation of
that manikin's ALfFr mf0Or ALpr m f from the standardized frequency response (ITU-
T P.58) Fa’assumed to be not more than £ 1,1 dB. The semi-range is 1,1 dB with a

rectangular—distribuhen—This—is—egutvalent—o—a—standard—uncertamty—ot
1i1dB/ 3 =064dB

0.64

Deviation of standardized manikin frequency response

The deviation of the standardized manikin’s frequency response ALfg pfor ALprmf

—
from that of human subjects results in an uncertainty of Laeq Of £ 1 dB. The semi-

range is 1dB with a rectangular distribution. This is equivalent to a standard

uncertainty of 1dB/ 3 =0,58dB

Test signal level

0,58

The uncertainty of Laeq associated with deviations of the test signal of the target

test signal is £ 0,12 dB.

Climate deviation

The climate in the laboratory for the measurements was within a range where such
measureghents usually are carried out [e.g. (21 £ 2) °C, and (50 % 15) % RH]. The

0,12

uncertainty of Laeq associated with climate deviation is + 0,4 dB. The semi-range is

34wt tarchistribrtion—TFis o tarre] . ;
04dB/ 3 =0,23dB

0,23

Repeatability

Found from the standard uncertainties of repeated measurements of L

Aeq \!.—

0,50

Roundingerror
The result is quoted with a resolution of 0,1dB, giving a semi-range of this
component of 0,05 dB with a rectangular distribution. This is eqguivalent to a

Standard unceramty of 0,05 a8 73 = 0,03 0B
0,03

Combined and expanded uncertainty

The combined standard uncertainty of Lagqis found by adding the squares of each standard uncertainty and then
taking the square root which gives 1,08 dB. The expanded uncertainty with k = 2 is 2,2 dB.
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